
March 18, 2015 was Transit Driver Appreciation Day 

BC Transit and the Town of Smithers celebrated by saluting some of 

the extraordinary men and women who go the extra mile (kilometer) 

to safely provide exceptional customer service.  Why March 18?  It is     

believed to be the debut of transit services in Paris in 1662.  

Mike Wyllie is marking his 24th anniversary behind the wheel as both 

an operator and the manager of the Smithers & District Transit      

system.  He is popular with customers who have come to know and 

appreciate his consistent professionalism.  

Mike is a holiday hero in Smithers.  He takes seniors on holiday lights 

tours and volunteers with the annual Stuff the Bus campaign to    

collect non-perishable food and cash donations for the Christmas Hamper program.  Mike is also a long-

standing member of the Smithers Lion’s Club and shared his passion for wrestling through acting as     

volunteer coach with elementary students.   

“Transit operators are truly unsung heroes, ensuring passengers reach their destinations safely, in      

comfort, and on time,” said Todd Stone, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure. “I join all British 

Columbians in expressing my respect for these individuals and congratulating them on another successful 

year.” 

“As a former regular transit rider, I can attest to Mike’s professionalism, dedication and community spirit.  

The success of our local transit service owes much to his exceptional work – both behind the wheel and 

throughout our community,” said Smithers Mayor Taylor Bachrach.  
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SCSA Programs 

 Alpine Court Family  

Housing 

 Broadway House  

 Apartments 

 Broadway Place  

Emergency Shelter 

 Christmas Hampers 

 Community Learning &  

     Literacy Outreach 

 CORR Homes 

 Cottonwood Manor 

 English Language and  

     Multicultural Services 

 Family Support 

 FASD Services 

 Ground 2 Griddle  

     Neighbourhood Kitchen 

 Helping Hands 

 Lifeline 

 The Meadows Assisted  

Living 

 Smithers & District Transit 

 Summer Step Up Tutoring 

 Youth Support 

Taste of Culture Dinner 2015 
Celebrating cultural diversity in Smithers through food 

SCSA’s Ground 2 Griddle Neighbourhood Kitchen held 

the 2015 Taste of Culture Dinner on Sat. March 21 at 

the Smithers  Legion.  

The project was coordinated and funded by the 

Community Learning Program at SCSA and the 

Smithers Bridging Committee/Organizing Against  

Racism and Hate (OARH) Network in partnership 

with NWCC.  

This year’s dinner featured a three-course, buffet-

style meal with 10 different cultural dishes.  We also 

celebrated the International Day for the Elimination 

of Racial Discrimination. 

Over 80 people attended the sold-out     

dinner, including our diverse volunteers who 

helped to set up, decorate, and best of all, 

cook the food we all enjoyed.  

 

Lieutenant-Governor visits SCSA’s  

Breakfast & Books Program 
The Honourable Judith Guichon, Lieutenant Governor of British       

Columbia, stopped by Walnut Park Elementary School during her 

northern tour in February to visit and address students during their 

monthly Breakfast & Books morning.  Her visit coincided with Anti-

Bullying Day and she wore a pink t-shirt like many of the students and 

volunteers.  

The Breakfast & Books Program 

is an informal, monthly event 

where parents, staff, and     

volunteers greet the students 

before school with healthy food 

options. Students take their 

breakfast to various locations 

where they read together, 

alone or with an adult and    

enjoy live background  music. 
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Community Learning celebrates 2015 Literacy Week 
Literacy Week 2015 was an exciting week in Smithers.  Events were organized 

in partnership with a number of community organizations including the   

Smithers Public Library and NWCC.   

The provincial focus for our literacy celebrations was S.T.E.A.M (Science, 

Technology, Engineering,  Arts and Mathematics).  With this focus in mind, 

tours were organized to the Smithers Airport, the CICK Radio Station and 

Rayco Resophonic Guitars.  Tours were filled to capacity with approximately 

30 community members eager to know more about the operation of these  

organizations/businesses.    

Other events, such as the Legendary Literacy Luncheon had about 50        

participants enjoy a lunch of Hearty Alphabet Soup and cookies prepared by 

the Ground 2 Griddle Neighbourhood Kitchen and youth from School District 

#54.  Luncheon participants were entertained by a number of      

individuals who shared either a family or historical legend or one that 

they had written. In addition, Social Media Safety workshops and 

Community Bedtime Stories were held at the Smithers Public Library.  

On Literacy Day, January 27th, the literacy team hosted a          

community celebration booth at the Extra Foods Mall where locals 

were  provided with free books, cupcakes from Sawyer's So-Good 

Cupcakes and musical entertainment. 

Myles Himmelreich returns to 
valley in May 2015 

Popular motivational speaker, Myles Himmelreich will be  

back in the Bulkley Valley May 4 - 8, 2015.  

In 2014 Smithers FASD Committee invited Myles to 

share his experiences about growing up and as an adult 

living with FASD. His school and public presentations 

were attended by more than 500 community members 

throughout the valley with many requests to bring Myles 

back again.  

Myles tour in May will focus on 

youth mentorship and support. 

Visit our website for details on 

Myles presentations or contact 

Nathalie at fasd@scsa.ca for more 

information. 

Happy Retirement Tom Young! 
We say good-bye and 

wish long time SCSA  

employee Tom Young all 

the best in his retirement 

at the end of April. 

For over 15 years as the caretaker/maintenance 

person for all SCSA properties, Tom has worked 

diligently to kept our buildings and grounds 

safe, operational and attractive.   

Tom is also an active community member who 

is often found performing on stage or skiing 

fresh tracks. 
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   40 Years = 40 Trees 

       Interpretive signage is now in place along 

       the one kilometre stretch of the Perimeter 

   Trail that travels between Railway Avenue 

and the CN Tracks.  

A partnership between Smithers Community Services, the Town 

of Smithers, CN’s Eco Connexions and Wetzin’kwa Community 

Forest Corporation was 

created to beautify this 

stretch of the  Perimeter 

Trail in honour of our 

40th anniversary in 

2013. 

40 trees were planted 

along the trail with     

interpretive signage 

celebrating the local  

history of the area and 

the CN Station. 

SCSA thanks our partners in this  

project and looks forward to fulfilling 

our mission of “working together     

to enhance the quality of life           

in our communities” for another four     

decades while continuing our vision 

of being “a place where hope,       

opportunities and possibilities are  

realized”. 

SCSA Board of Directors and Executive   

Director, Cathryn Olmstead 


