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2014 marks the 31st anniversary of the SCSA Christmas 

Hamper Program.  We enjoyed another successful    

season, providing 330 hampers to 1037 people in the 

Smithers, Telkwa and Moricetown areas.  One third of 

hamper recipients this year were children under 17 

years of age.  Each child received a new gift and gently 

used book with their  family’s hamper. 

Families received  foods to prepare a holiday  dinner, a 

box of Mandarin oranges, Christmas treats, and an     

assortment  of  other foods.  This year we expanded the Christmas Hampers program to reach out to individuals 

without a fixed address.  They each received a cloth bag ‘hamper’ filled with ready-to-eat food, Christmas 

treats, warm clothes (toques, mitts and socks) and toiletries. 

The continued success of Christmas Hampers depends on the incredible generosity of our community and     

support from volunteers, donors, sponsors and special events organizers this year was truly inspiring.  Our 

youngest volunteer was 2 years old and he spent an hour busily filling hamper boxes with cookies and             

pre-reading some of the books.  We thank him and all the rest of the participants without whom this program 

would not be possible. 

     “To the volunteers that have taken time out of their own busy lives at this time of the year to help so many                                                          

that struggle just to make it day by day.  Bless you and thank-you.“  2014 Christmas Hamper Recipient 

 

Smithers Transit Manager Mike Wyllie and Mayor Bachrach 



SCSA Programs 

 Alpine Court Family  

Housing 

 Broadway House  

 Apartments 

 Broadway Place  

Emergency Shelter 

 Christmas Hampers 

 Community Learning &  

     Literacy Outreach 

 CORR Homes 

 Cottonwood Manor 

 English Language and  

     Multicultural Services 

 Family Support 

 FASD Services 

 Ground 2 Griddle  

     Neighbourhood Kitchen 

 Helping Hands 

 Lifeline 

 The Meadows Assisted  

Living 

 Smithers & District Transit 

 Summer Step Up Tutoring 

 Youth Support 

2nd Avenue Property Development 
 

Smithers Community Services     

is pleased to announce the        

completion of seven small, rental 

homes.  Six of the houses are   

located on 2nd Avenue, across 

from Northwest Community   

College.  

The one-bedroom houses are approx. 540 sq. ft and will be ready for    

occupancy in February 2015 for $750/month.  The rental rate is based on 

cost recovery and does not include the cost of the land. The cost of the 

land, which Smithers Community Services purchased a number of years 

ago, will be recovered once the mortgage is paid off.  Please note that  

smoking or pets are not permitted.  

If you are interested in an  application for accommodation please visit our 

website at www.scsa.ca/housing/ or contact SCSA at 250-847-9515.  

New Meadows Site Manager  
We wish a fond farewell to Bonnie Lear, who      

retired on   December 31, 2014  after 23 years of 

service with SCSA, 7 years as the Meadows         

Site Manager.  Bonnie previously supervised The     

Challenge Centre and the CORR Homes Program. 
 

We welcome Valerie Smith to the Meadows 

team.  Valerie has previously worked for     

Northern Health as a Home Support Care Aide 

and Recreation Supervisor.  We are very excited 

to welcome her on board as she brings a wealth 

of  experience.  



English Language & Multicultural Services (ELMS)  STUDY GROUP 
 

This January, the ELMS were excited to add a weekly Study Group to the services currently offered.  

The Study Group will provide the space, time, computers, and support for 

clients to work on self-identified goals with may include: preparing for 

their driver’s tests, improving their English, studying for the citizenship 

test, working on resumes and cover letters, practicing interview questions, 

or completing forms and applications for other services.  This idea was   

inspired by the increased demand for a higher level English class and      

individual support for clients to access community services and obtain 

meaningful employment.  

In December 2014, the ELMS Program received funding from the Smithers Healthy Communities Grant                

(a partnership between Northern Health, the Town of Smithers and the Bulkley Valley Social Planning Society) 

for three laptops for the project, which is greatly appreciated, and will benefit the ELMS Program and other SCSA 

programs beyond the Study Group. 

The ELMS Program provides multi-level English classes, tutor matching, settlement                                                                           

services, cultural activities and weekly drop-in community groups.                                                                              

Contact esl@scsa.ca for more information. 

Newcomer Recreation &  
Healthy Eating Accessibility Project 
 

Over the past six months, the English Language and              

Multicultural Services Program has been working in             

partnership with the Town of Smithers Recreation, Parks, 

and Culture Department on the Newcomer Recreation 

and Health Eating Accessibility Project through funding 

from the PlanH Grant.  The project aims to increase new-

comers’ comfort with and participation in local recreation 

activities and their knowledge of local healthy eating    

options.  So far the project has involved recreation and 

cooking workshops with newcomers, meetings with     

project partners, and workshops with local recreation 

groups.  To find out more about this project and the    

feedback received so far, take a look at the mid-project 

report on SCSA’s website. www.scsa.ca/news/ 



Smithers Community Services Association 
3815 B Railway Ave. Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 
Phone: 250-847-9515 Fax: 250-847-3712 
E-mail: general@scsa.ca  Website: www.scsa.ca 

SCSA Workshops & Events  
Please visit our website at www.scsa.ca or contact us at (250) 847-9515    

for more information on upcoming workshops and events. 

 Literacy Outreach - 2015 Family Literacy Week Free Events  

Tour of the Airport Terminal and  Airside Equipment  

Early Literacy Apps for Kids at the Smithers Public Library  

Your Online Identity & Social Media Safety at the Smithers Public Library  

Free Books & Cupcakes at the Extra Foods Mall  

Community Bedtime Stories at the Smithers Public Library 

CICK Radio Station Tour  

A Legendary Literacy Luncheon at Northwest Community College  

Read to a Senior Day 

Tour of the Rayco Guitar Building Workshop  

Family Play Day at the Dze L’Kant Friendship Centre  

 Family Support Program  

 Dr. Gordon Neufeld’s “Making Sense of Aggression In Children and Youth” workshops based on a       

 developmental, science-based, emotion-rich approach to working with children who are exhibiting   

 aggression.  Location: SCSA Boardroom, lunch is provided.   

 Parents and Caregivers:  4 group sessions - Tuesdays, 11 - 1:30 pm, (Feb. 17, Feb. 24, Mar. 3, Mar. 10)  

 Foster Parents and Professionals: 2 group sessions -  Tue. Mar. 17 & Wed. Mar. 18 from 11 - 2 pm. 

 Please contact Anissa or Theresa at (250) 847-9515 to pre-register if you wish to attend.   

 FASD Services  

 21-hour Training on the brain-based approach to FASD in Houston and Smithers in April and May 2015.  

 Dates to be determined - If you are interested, contact Nathalie at fasd@scsa.ca or (250) 847-9515. 

 Myles Himmelreich visited the valley in May 2014 and gave many school and public presentations,   

 talking about his life growing up and as an adult living with FASD. He will be coming back this spring to 

 focus on a youth mentorship initiative. If you know of any youth with FASD who might be interest to 

           connect with Myles for this project, please contact Nathalie at fasd@scsa.ca 

      or (250) 847-9515. 


